
THE ROUGH AND RUGGED ROAD
A brief history of Royal Arch Masonry in the State of Georgia



PRESENTATION WAS COMPILED BY THE 
COMMISSION ON GRAND CHAPTER CHARTER

• Right Excellent Deputy Grand High Priest C.E. Alexander, KYCH

• Right Excellent Grand King George B. King, KYGCH

• Right Excellent Grand Scribe Horace Borders, KYCH

• Right Excellent Grand Lecturer Andrew Williams

• Past High Priest Dave Gillarm Jr., KYCH



On October 14, 2020, the 17th Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Hon. 
Vernon C. Hall commissioned R.E. Deputy Grand High Priest, C.E. 
Alexander with full authority to:

1. Research the whereabouts of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter’s 
missing charter.

2. In the event the Most Excellent Grand Chapter’s charter in not 
discovered…

3. To research with the protocols and processes to recreate a duplicate 
charter that will be the closest to and using the language of the 
original (if possible).

4. To propose and present a name for the Most Excellent Grand 
Chapter by complying with Article VII, Section 8, of the Most 
Excellent Grand Chapter’s Constitution and Bylaws which prohibits 
naming any chapter after a living person.



To proceed and succeed with this dynamic, enormous, and historic tasks, 
DGHP C.E. Alexander appealed and enlisted, the following companions: 

1. Comp. George B. King, Rt. Excellent Grand King
2. Comp. Horace Borders, Rt. Excellent Grand Scribe
3. Comp. Andrew Williams, Excellent Grand Lecturer
4. Comp. Dave Gillarm Jr., Past High Priest

with DGHP C.E. Alexander serving as chairman.  In pursuit with this task, the 
above named companions accepted this charge, and The Commission on 
Grand Chapter Charter (COGCC) was formed.

During the plight of the pandemic, this commission met frequently via Zoom 
to discuss and update among themselves the discoveries and status with 
their findings.





- Royal Arch Masonry could 
have entered the state as 
early as 1885.

- In 1885 Brother Joseph Green 
Jr. of Zion Lodge submitted a 
petition asking for the 
establishment of a “court” of 
Heroine of Jericho by the 
Grand Lodge.

- PGM Deveaux stated that the 
Grand Lodge had no 
authority to grant such a 
request but referred him to 
the proper person.



- Georgia Chapter is mentioned in the 
Savannah Tribune in 1886.  Three 
years before they would receive a 
dispensation from the M.E. Grand 
Chapter of D.C…



- The first Royal Arch Chapter 
established in Georgia was Georgia 
Chapter U.D. and was/is in Savannah.  
This Chapter would later be known 
as Georgia Chapter #21 under the 
M.E. Grand Chapter of D.C.  

- This Chapter originally received a 
dispensation from the M.E. Grand 
Chapter of Florida but later 
requested one from the M.E. Grand 
Chapter of D.C.

- The first Excellent High Priest of this 
chapter was Past Grand Master 
Alexander Harris.



Past Master J.A. Phillips of Stone Square 
Lodge #25 in Savannah was the person who 
brought Georgia Chapter’s and Georgia 
Commandery’s charters to Georgia from D.C.



- The second Chapter 
established in Georgia by the 
Grand Chapter of D.C. was St. 
John’s Chapter U.D. and was 
located in Lumber City.

- It was dispensated on October 
14, 1889 but wasn’t charted 
until March 27, 1891.



- Shortly after St. John’s Chapter 
was established by the M.E. 
Grand Chapter of D.C., the M.E. 
Grand Chapter of Alabama also 
began to establish chapters in 
Georgia.

- On August 7th Alabama 
established Excelsior Chapter 
in Columbus.

- On October 12th Alabama 
established Tapis Chapter in 
Albany.



- Business proceeded as usual 
with both chapters requesting 
to be official charted.  Both 
requests from Excelsior and 
Tapis were granted.

- Excelsior became #6 on 
Alabama’s rolls and Tapis 
became #9.



- After the M.E. Grand Chapter of 
Alabama’s 1892 session, Excelsior 
Chapter decided that they no longer 
wanted to associate themselves with 
the Jurisdiction of Alabama and 
sought a charter from the M.E. Grand 
Chapter of Ohio.

- This caused significant issues 
between the Jurisdiction of Alabama 
and Ohio.



- The M.E. Grand Chapter of Alabama 
stated that PGM William E. Terry was the 
source of the issue with Excelsior.

- PGM William E. Terry was a former 
member of Zerubbabel Chapter #4 in 
Montgomery.  Alabama claims that he was 
suspended for non-payment of dues.

- PGM Terry traveled to Ohio, was healed 
into the M.E. Grand Chapter of Ohio and 
had Excelsior Chapter healed into the M.E. 
Grand Chapter of Ohio as well.



- August 17, 1892 Grand 
High Priest A.R.G. Guy 
authorizes Companion 
Terry to heal the 
companions of Excelsior 
Chapter in Columbus.

- On September 12, 1892 
he appoints Companion 
Terry to the office of 
District Deputy Grand 
High Priest for the State 
of Georgia under Ohio.



- The M.E. Grand Chapter of 
Alabama formed a committee 
to investigate Excelsior 
Chapter’s claim that they were 
now under the Jurisdiction of 
Ohio.

- The committee found that this 
was true but questioned Ohio’s 
motives for charting this 
chapter.



- Excelsior Chapter was chartered 
as #19 on the rolls of the M.E. 
Grand Chapter of Ohio.

- Their history is still being 
researched.



- During this time the M.E. Grand Chapter of D.C. continued to establish 
chapters in Georgia:
- Prince Hall Chapter #23, Atlanta, 1891
- Branhamis Chapter #24, Savannah, 1891
- Joshua Chapter #25, Waycross, 1893
- Stone Square Chapter #27, Thomasville, 1895
- Acme Chapter #28, Quince, 1895
- King David Chapter #29, Macon, 1900
- Trinity Chapter #30, Ashburn, 1900
- Lebanon Chapter #31, Hawksinville (circa 1900)



- The Most Excellent 
Grand Chapter of 
Georgia HRAM was 
formed on April 23, 
1903 in the hall of King 
David Chapter in Macon 
by chapters that were 
subordinate to DC.

- Past High Priest Jesse 
Robinson (Macon) was 
elected Most Excellent 
Grand High Priest.  This 
act made him the first 
Grand High Priest for 
this Jurisdiction.



- The Most Excellent Grand 
Chapter of Georgia was 
Constituted on October 
27th, 1903 by James O. 
Bampfield of the M.E. Grand 
Chapter of DC.



Past Grand High Priest Jesse Robinson

- Member of Phoenix Lodge #12 but demitted to 
Ocmulgee Lodge #5 (now defunct).

- In 1900 he was appointed as District Deputy 
Grand High Priest for Georgia under D.C.

- Served as the first Excellent High Priest of King 
David Chapter

- Served as the 1st and 3rd M.E. Grand High Priest
- Class Leader of Steward Chapter AME
- Vice President of Morning Star Benevolent 

Society
- Worked as a janitor at Julia Parkman Jones 

Benevolent Home
- Later worked at as a janitor at the Georgia and 

Alabama Business College
- Died at his home on January 19, 1909



Past Grand High Priest Glenn O. Smith, 
Ashburn

- Served as the 2nd Grand High Priest
- Member of Fidelity Lodge #119,
- Member of Trinity Chapter 



Past Grand High Priest J.H. Kendall, Atlanta

- Served as the 4th Grand High Priest
- Member of Gate City Lodge #42



Past Grand High Priest Dr. Maurice Hugh Cobb, 

- Member of St. Paul Lodge #60
- Member of Plumbline Chapter #35?
- Buried in Magnolia Cemetery, Thomasville



Past Grand High Priest William Dobbins

- Member of Pride of Albany Lodge #360
- Member of Joe Lee Chapter #43?
- Buried in Roselawn Garden of Memory 

Cemetery, Albany



Past Grand High Priest Luncy Jeter

- Member of Plymouth Rock Lodge 
#86

- Buried in Lincoln Cemetery, Atlanta



Past Grand High Priest Charlie B. Brown

- Served as the 1st Grand Worthy Joshua
- Member of Franklin Lodge #210
- Member of Keystone Chapter #3



Past Grand High Priest Solomon Primus Lewis

- Member of King Solomon Lodge #14
- Member of Joe Lee Chapter #43
- Buried in Spring Creek Cemetery, Calhoun 
County



Past Grand High Priest James Weldon 
Johnson, KYGCH, 

- Member of New Era Lodge #107
- Member of Hiram Chapter #15



Past Grand High Priest Clarence C. Buck

- Member of Central City Lodge #12
- Member of King David Chapter #5



Past Grand High Priest John A. Robinson, 
KYGCH

- Served as the 1st Most Illustrious Grand 
Thrice Illustrious Master of the M.I. H.R. 
Butler Grand Council Jurisdiction of Georgia.

- Member of Chattahoochee Lodge #31
- Member of Gate City Chapter #9



Past Grand High Priest Willie J. Robinson, 
KYGCH, 

- Member of Mt. Pisgah Lodge #53
- Member of St. Andrews Chapter #39



Past Grand High Priest John R. Smalls

- Member of Gibraltar Lodge #265
- Member of Hiram Chapter #15



Past Grand High Priest Joseph L. Collins, 
KYGCH, 

- Member of Eden Lodge #46
- Member of Gate City Chapter #9



Past Grand High Priest Emmitt L. Johnson, 
KYGCH

- Member of Hourglass Lodge #113
- Member of X.L. Neal Chapter #118



17th Most Excellent Grand High Priest for the Jurisdiction of Georgia
M.E. Vernon Hall, KYCH



Fun Facts

- From our research, PGM Alexander Harris and MWGM Corey Shackleford Sr. 
are the only members to have served as Grand Master and Excellent High 
Priest.  But MWGM Shackleford Sr. is the only one to have done so since the 
formation of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter of Georgia HRAM.

- PGHP Jesse Robinson is the only Past Grand High Priest to have served 
twice.

- PGHP Charlie Brown served as the 1st Grand Worthy Joshua and served in 
both positions simultaneously. 




